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Romans 5:4-5 NLT
“…endurance develops strength of character, and
character strengthens our confident hope of
salvation. And this hope will not lead to
Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement Newsletter disappointment. For we know how dearly God
loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to
fill our hearts with his love.”

Notice to the Community
BLMS Administration, Family Resource Network (previously Parent Link) and the Recreation
Center will re-open to the public on Monday June 15th.
Some protocols to follow are:
•
•
•
•
•

Public allowed at FOUR persons at a time in any one given area. Please maintain social
distancing measures as per the Government of Alberta guidelines.
Use of PPE and hand sanitizer.
As the office is now open, all clients are limited to the reception area, unless escorted by a
staff member. We stress the use of the masks and hand sanitizer for your safety and ours.
Cleaning measures are in place at all public buildings as well.
Use of the Recreation Center is currently being reviewed so as to offer protection for those
who wish to use it. Updates on this will be coming.

These protocols will be in place until further notice.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding.
BLMS Administration & Council
Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement offices will be closed
on Monday, June 22, 2020 in lieu of National
Indigenous Peoples Day June 21, 2020.
Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement offices will reopen
on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 at 8:30 am.
Have a great long weekend.
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ADMINISTRATION
Alberta moves to stage two of relaunch
June 09, 2020
Strong testing data shows active COVID-19 cases in Alberta are lower than expected, meaning stage two of the
relaunch strategy can safely begin on June 12, a week sooner than expected.
Albertans can enjoy additional activities in their daily lives while the province continues to open up the
economy.
“Albertans have demonstrated the care and common sense needed to move forward with our relaunch earlier
than initially planned. Our data tells us our active cases are low, hospitalizations are trending downward and
people are taking action to protect those most vulnerable and prevent the spread of the virus. We will
continue to move forward together to overcome any tough times ahead, but responsible Albertans should be
proud of the vigilance they have shown to date.”
Jason Kenney, Premier
Current data from June 8 show only 355 active cases and 44 people in hospital across Alberta. This is a
decrease of almost 70 per cent in active cases since May 14 – when the province began stage one of the
Alberta Relaunch Strategy. With its robust approach to testing, Alberta has performed more COVID-19 tests
per capita than most other jurisdictions in the world.
As the province enters stage two of relaunch, safety remains the top priority. More businesses, sport and
recreation services can open if they are ready. Some larger gatherings for seated audience events will be
permitted. In all cases, public health guidance must be followed.
A new interactive map will help Albertans understand the level of risk in their community and learn about any
enhanced health measures at the local level, giving additional information on what they need to do to keep
themselves and their loved ones safe and protected. Currently, no communities in Alberta need locally
targeted enhanced measures.
“More Albertans can now return to work and to the activities so many of us enjoy. However, I encourage you
to do it safely. Think of the people in your life who may be at high risk from COVID-19 and protect all those
around you as you would want your loved ones protected. Stay home if you are sick. Stay two metres apart
and wear a non-medical mask if you can’t. Consider downloading the ABTraceTogether app, and wash your
hands often.”
Dr. Deena Hinshaw, Chief Medical Officer of Health
What can open with restrictions
• K-12 schools, for requested diploma exams and summer school, following guidance
• Libraries
• More surgeries
• Wellness services such as massage, acupuncture and reflexology
• Personal services (esthetics, cosmetic skin and body treatments, manicures, pedicures, waxing, facial
treatment, artificial tanning)
• Indoor recreation, fitness, and sports, including gyms and arenas
• Movie theatres and theatres
• Community halls
• Team sports
• Pools for leisure swimming
• VLTs in restaurants and bars
• Casinos and bingo halls (but not table games)
• Instrumental concerts
The 50 per cent capacity limit for provincial campgrounds is also being lifted. Over the coming days, the online
reservation system will be updated and sites will come online in phases. By July 1, all camping sites will be
open for reservations. First-come, first-served sites may open sooner. Information on additional sites will be
added to alberta.parks.ca when they become available.
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Events and gatherings can be larger in stage two
Maximum 50 people:
• Indoor social gatherings – including wedding and funeral receptions, and birthday parties
Maximum 100 people:
• Outdoor events and indoor seated/audience events – including wedding and funeral ceremonies
No cap on the number of people (with public health measures and physical distancing in place):
• Worship gatherings
• Restaurants, cafés, lounges and bars
• Casinos
• Bingo halls
There is more flexibility for ‘cohort’ groups – small groups of people whose members do not always keep two
metres apart:
• A household can increase its close interactions with other households to a maximum of 15 people
• Performers can have a cohort of up to 50 people (cast members or performers)
• Sports teams can play in region-only cohorts of up to 50 players (mini leagues)
• People could be part of a sports/performing and household cohort
Everyone is encouraged to follow public health guidelines and notify others in the cohort(s) if they have
symptoms or test positive for COVID-19. If they do test positive or have symptoms, mandatory isolation is
required.
Still not approved in stage two
• Social gatherings that exceed above listed maximums
• Regular in-school classes for kindergarten to Grade 12. Classes will resume September 2020
• Vocal concerts (as singing carries a higher risk of transmission)
• Major festivals and concerts, large conferences, trade shows and events (as these are non-seated
social events and/or vocal concerts)
• Nightclubs
• Amusement parks
• Hookah lounges (permitted for food and drink only)
• Major sporting events and tournaments
• Non-essential travel outside the province is not recommended. This recommendation will not be lifted
until stage three of the relaunch strategy.
The success of stage two will determine when Alberta progresses to stage three. Factors are active cases,
health-care system capacity, hospitalization and intensive care unit (ICU) cases, and infection rates. For more
information, visit alberta.ca/RelaunchStrategy
Quick facts
• Relaunch stages include an evaluation and monitoring period to determine if restrictions should be
adjusted. Triggers that will inform decisions include active cases, hospitalizations and intensive care
unit (ICU) occupancy.
• Active cases, the percentage of positive results and the rate of infection will be monitored to inform
proactive responses in localized areas of the province.
• Decisions will be applied at both provincial and local levels, where necessary. While restrictions are
gradually eased across the province, an outbreak may mean that they need to be strengthened
temporarily in a local area.
• Physical distancing and good hygiene are the most important measures to prevent respiratory
illnesses, including COVID-19.
• Clean your hands regularly for at least 20 seconds, avoid touching your face, cough or sneeze into your
elbow or sleeve, and dispose of tissues appropriately.
Christine Myatt
Deputy Director of Communications/Press Secretary, Office of the Premier
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ALBERTA HEALTH SERVICES

This is to inform you that we are offering Covid19 (coronavirus) testing to all members even if you have no symptoms.
This is by appointment ONLY made by calling 811 or going online to: www.albertahealthservices.ca/covid
You will receive a call back for date and time of your appointment to attend here at our Health Unit.
The test is a throat swab done while you remain in your vehicle.
Please do not enter the building as the offices remain closed to the public.
Thank you and have a great day,
Cora Ladouceur
Community Health Representative
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BLDC

COMMUNITY

Congratulations to Lexis Roy who was selected as the
recipient for the Premier's Citizenship Award. Lexis
has been a strong student leader and advocate for
positive change over the years at JAWS, and we
couldn't be prouder to see her recognized in this way!
MLA Laila Goodridge recently dropped off a small
token of recognition. Way to go, Lexis!
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To all graduates from our community:
Congratulations on your well-deserved success!
Even though graduation is going to look different for
you, the achievement is still the same. You’ve put in the
same hard work. You’ve learned and grown so much.
And we could not be prouder.
~ Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement Council &
Administration ~

Sunday, June 21st
May you have a happy Father’s Day
ka-wî-miyo-ohtâwîmâwikîsikanisinâwâw

Rodeo Rough Stock
Sunday, June 21, 2020 @ 1 pm
Bring your own chair - Bring your own snacks
Free admission
Masks, gloves, hand sanitizer available
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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FAMILY RESOURCE NETWORK

(Previously Parent Link Center)

UPDATE:
Anyone with Naloxone kits, please check the back of your pack for the expiration date. Any expired kits can be
returned to me, Marilyn Patenaude, at the Family Center and replaced with a new one.
~ Marilyn Patenaude ~ Drug & Alcohol Prevention Coordinator ~

LAND & MEMBERSHIP
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LIFESKILLS
To register go to the "Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement Life Skills Activities” page on Facebook

SENIOR CENTER

The Senior Center will remain
closed until further notice due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and the
safety of our elders. Please watch
for any further updates.
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