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Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement Newsletter

1 Corinthians 16:13-14 NLT
“Be on guard. Stand firm in the faith. Be
courageous. Be strong. And do everything
with love.”

Access (Wolf Midstream) Mark Rideout and Stu Carter dropped by
Buffalo Lake to hand deliver the annual Community Investment
Partnership cheque for $75,000.00.
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ADMINISTRATION

BUFFALO LAKE MÉTIS SETTLEMENT
BOX 16 CASLAN, AB. T0A 0R0 (780) 689-2170 FAX (780) 689-2024

Public Statement on Recent Racist Comments in Lac La Biche County
August 18, 2020, Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement

Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement Chairman and Council strongly denounce the recent racist comments made
on social media by residents from within Lac La Biche County.
These threats and accusations inappropriately directed towards Indigenous people should never be
acceptable, especially given the blatancy of extreme violence reminiscent of the Robert Pickton Case
intended within the comments.
An elder from our community stated, “these aren’t the ways of our teachings, we need to love and respect
and include everyone, this is the way we teach our children.” Her heart aches when she witnesses this
anger and hatred toward anyone.
Chairman Delorme stated, “Metis and First Nations people have walked this area for eons, and should
never have to feel threatened in our own territory”.
Rather than an outpouring of hatred and racism towards Indigenous peoples, proper respect and
acknowledgment of the area Indigenous communities that help sustain local commerce within the area
should be the standard that we all aspire to.
We need to build bridges to come together rather than building walls that divide us. Buffalo Lake Metis
Settlement Council is committed to working with Lac La Biche County and other affected communities on
solutions to combat racism within the area.

Chairman and Council
Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement
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ATTENTION COMMUNITY MEMBERS
The Buffalo Lake Metis Settlement Shareholders are seeking 2
board members to serve as a director(s) on the Buffalo Lake
Development Corporation (BLDC). Board members must:
-Have experience and knowledge of the oil and gas and
construction industries.
-Have previous experience serving on Boards and committees.
Please forward your letter of interest to Brenda Blyan,
Administrator at administrator@blmetis.ca, or drop off your
letter of interest at the Administration Office no later than
September 11, 2020 @ 4:30 pm.
For more information please contact Brenda Blyan, Administrator
@ 780-689-2170.

ATTENTION:
BLMS Parents of BLMS Minor Sports/Dance
Benefit Program
Volunteer hours required for Highway Clean-up
2020 (Alberta Transportation)
September 19, 2020
9:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Vests, Gloves and Garbage bags provided. Please
see Kevin Ladouceur to sign up.
Thank You.
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ALBERTA HEALTH SERVICES
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For more information on the above-mentioned Alberta Health Services articles, please Contact
Cora Ladouceur at 780-689-4771 or at 780-689-5068.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The family of Theresa Patenaude would like to thank the
community of Buffalo Lake, of which Theresa was an elder, role
model and former Councillor, for all of their support during our
loss of a wonderful mom, kookum, chapan, auntie and friend
on August 8, 2020.
Thank you to the cooks and everyone who helped in the
kitchen and who brought food. Thank you to Horace
Patenaude, Howard White, Marcel Shephard, Bryce Delorme
and Kyran Sawan for providing the music and support. Thank
you to Joe & Linda Kuraitis for their services and help. Thank
you to all the people that donated as well, we appreciate you.
Thank you to Theresa’s grandchildren and great grandchildren
for helping to honor their kookum/chapan. Also, thank you to
Buffalo Lake Office Administration for the card and flowers and
to Buffalo Lake Recreation Society for the use of the tent.
And just a big thank you to everyone for all of your support,
love, prayers and hugs. God bless you.

A very heartfelt "Thank you" going out to all who helped
with the Summer Women's healing gathering on
Saturday, August 8, 2020. The day was truly blessed and
all who were in attendance felt the love, connection and
support. Hiy hiy.
With love and thanks,
Shelley Cardinal and Jamie Patenaude.
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LAND & MEMBERSHIP
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MSAT

Metis Settlements Appeal Tribunal Bulletin – September 2020
Information Gathering
Last month’s bulletin provided information on the Appeal Tribunal’s Paper Review Process. To
reiterate, the Paper Review process is meant to address jurisdictional issues; namely, when an
appeal is filed late or its subject matter seems to fall outside of the Appeal Tribunal’s area of
expertise. If jurisdiction is not an issue, or it is something the Panel assigned to an appeal chooses
to deal with at a hearing, the Appeal Tribunal’s Dispute Resolution Officer will commence
information gathering.
During information gathering, a Dispute Resolution Officer assigned to an appeal, will contact all
parties to gather any documents and information pertaining to the appeal. The Officer may also
conduct supplementary research to find any relevant information. Information gathering usually
takes both a formal and an informal approach. Dispute Resolution Officers may go out to the Metis
Settlements to meet personally with Parties in order to discuss the appeal and to obtain
documents. Dispute Resolution Officers may also submit formal requests by writing letters to
specific parties.
If parties are not forthcoming in disclosing relevant documents, the Dispute Resolution Officer will
consult with the Panel Chair to determine next steps. If the Panel Chairs deems any missing
documents to be integral to deciding an appeal, he or she may:
-

request specific documents from any of the parties to an appeal; or

-

issue a notice to produce, pursuant to section 197(1)(b) of the Metis Settlements Act.

While the Appeal Tribunal, and specifically the Dispute Resolution Officer, does its utmost to
ensure all documents are obtained ahead of a hearing, it should be noted that the ultimate
responsibility for submitting documents in a timely fashion lies with the Parties. If a party fails to
submit a particular document, the Appeal Tribunal may still issue a decision based on other
available information. This is why it is very important for all parties to work together with the
Dispute Resolution Officer to ensure that Appeal Tribunal Panels have all the necessary
information before them to make a decision.
More information on information gathering can be found in the Appeal Tribunal’s Rules of
Procedure, which is available on our website: http://www.msat.gov.ab.ca/publications/
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or email the Appeal Tribunal
at 1800-661-8864 or msat.info@gov.ab.ca. Previous versions of the MSAT Bulletin can be found
on our website at http://www.msat.gov.ab.ca/currentnews.asp.

Classification: Public
Page | 9

